R e i

_ Sl HABS-NF-20
g eadquarters . T T E AR
¥ 1116, Somerset County, New Jersey . o HARS

PHOTOGRAFPHS
- WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA
District of New Jersey

Historic American Bulldings Survey
- Seymour Williams, A.I.A., District Cfficer
133 Certral Avenue, Rahway, New Jerasey




b .
HABS - 20

Page 1

H /A\‘fi'f«g.nf

(.‘0,";_?5'

87"

The ¥allace House
Wgshington's Headquarters
Somerville, Zomerset County, New Jersey

Owner: Revelutionery Xemorlsl Soclety of
Haw Jersey
Date of Eraction: 1778
Architect:
Bullder: Willlam Jallace
Present Ucndition: Good
NHuamber of Steoriss: Two and one-half
Materisls of Construction: Foundation - sandstone
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{igtorical Data:

William Jallsce, the bullder of the house,
was a merchant of New York. He inherlited fthe land
from his father John %Wgllace who bought it in 1778
from the Reverend Dr. Jdacob R. Hardenburgh. The
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houﬁe was srected Iin the spring of 1772 and
was considered palatial for that ssction of
the country,

It was this house that Yashington
sglected as his hesdguarters during the
winter of 1778-177% while the Contiperntsl
Army wea encamped near Somcrville, Cfrom
this house Jashington issued his ordexrs
deted Headguarters, ilddlebrock. Hsre he
planned one or two imporbant campalgns,

The commsnder chief occcunpied one room on the
first floor sas the wsrlor, snd ons to the
rear o8 bedroom.

vhortly after Jashicgton teok up
hils hesdouvarters here, irg., YWashingston
jeined him, They were the first occupants
of the house - ag & matter of fact, 1t was
not gulte completed when Vocshington made 14
his neadtuarters.

e reed of bthe Jeneral obbtzining
tatle serviece of quosnsware snd candlestlels
of silver from Hew Erunswick. HMeny cocial
functions took place thet winter abt this
novae: spong the neople to be Tound there
were Ganersl anu lrs. fnox, Gensral end Nrs.
Gregne, Jenadict mﬂﬂﬂ]\, Flexander Hamllton,
Baron 3touben, Lady 3tirling and. her dsnghter,
KEitbty, “lsz Sally Jinelow from Zoston, Jlilas
, vinsstonts davshber, and
many others.,  Wille has plven a odcture of

2ty of the laritan Valley durins that
whieh he guotes Libarally Fyom the
aty editor of the Fermsylvania Yacksit,
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